Consequences of implant design.
The use of dental implants to replace missing teeth is becoming a preferred alternative for restorative dentists and their patients. There are two general surgical approaches for the placement and restoration of missing teeth using endosseous dental implants. One approach places the top of the implant at the alveolar crest and the mucosa is sutured over the implant. An alternative approach places the coronal aspect of the implant coronal to the alveolar crest and the mucosa is sutured around the transmucosal aspect of the implant. This article reviews one-piece and two-piece implants as well as biologic implications of submerged and non-submerged surgical techniques for placing implants.